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whereupon the Jesuits resigned their parishes among
the colonists, and thereafter confined themselves to
their college and the Indian missions. In addition to
their parish work, the priests of the seminary con-
ducted missions in Acadia, Illinois, and on the lower
Mississippi.

The year following the return of the Jesuits to
Canada, Father Buteux, of that order, began his
labors at Three Rivers, which was a convenient gath-
ering-place for the fur trade. The village was fre-
quently raided by Iroquois, but remained until the
fall of New France one of the prominent centers of
missionary influence. The efforts of Buteux, which
lasted until his death at the hands of Iroquois in
1652, met with considerable success. His custom,
like that of the other missionaries, was to be present
at the French posts during the annual trading
‘““meets,”” and when the savages returned to the wil-
derness, to accompany some selected band. In thus
following the nomadic tribes, he made some of the
longest and most toilsome journeys recorded in the
annals of the Society of Jesus, and shared with his
flock all the horrors of famine, pestilence, and inter-
tribal war.

It was soon realized by the missionaries that but
meagre results could be obtained until the Indians
were induced to lead a sedentary life. Their wander-
ing habit nullified all attempts at permanent instruc-
tion to the young; it engendered improvidence and
laziness, bred famine and disease; and the constant
struggle to kill fur-bearing animals for their pelts
rapidly depleted the game, while the fur trade
wrought contamination in many forms. Missionary
efforts were at first conducive to the interests of the



